
2 NB&A Attorneys Selected for 
Inclusion in 2010 “Super Lawyers”
Neblett, Beard & Arsenault is pleased to announce 
that two of our attorneys, Richard J. Arsenault, and 
David O. Walker, have been selected for inclusion 
in 2010 Super Lawyers by Law & Politics Inc. and 
�����������������������. 

Louisiana Super Lawyers are designated through 
a rigorous, multi-step evaluation process that 
incorporates peer recognition and professional 
achievement. Only 5% of lawyers in Louisiana 
receive this prestigious acknowledgment.

Arsenault and Walker have been selected for inclusion in Louisiana Super Lawyers each year 
since 2007.  They are recognized for their professional contributions in the areas of personal injury 
litigation and mass tort/complex litigation.  Both actively represent victims of serious injury and 
death resulting from offshore and maritime incidents, automobile accidents, dangerous products, 
medical negligence, workplace accidents, foodborne illness and environmental exposure to 
dangerous and toxic substances.
 
NB&A Law Firm is proud of this notable achievement of our partners, and are pleased to share 
their unique skill set with our wide range of clients. Congratulations to Richard and David!
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For the past 30 
years, the attorneys 

at Neblett, Beard & Arsenault have 
dedicated themselves to working hard 
for victims of accidents and injuries.  
During that time, the NB&A family has 
grown to include people from across the 
state and around the country. 

We are honored to represent our clients 
in a wide variety of cases including auto 
and 18-wheeler accidents, offshore 
injuries, nursing home neglect, defective 
products, dangerous drugs, toxic 
exposure, foodborne illness and much 
more. We represent innocent victims 
who are injured by the carelessness or 
neglect of others, and we take that role 
very seriously. Our firm is grateful for the 
opportunity to serve you and appreciate 
the trust you have placed in us by 
choosing us as your attorneys. 

We are proud of the relationships we’ve 
built and are pleased to offer you this 
new communication tool. We thank you 
for choosing NB&A & hope you enjoy!

NB&A Attorney Secures 
$600,000 for Crash Victim
Attorney, Wes Gralapp, secured $600,000 for a Shreveport 
woman who was seriously injured in an automobile crash. 
On 08/08/08, the victim was traveling on West 70th Street in 
Shreveport, when another driver crossed the center lanes, 
crashing into the victim’s vehicle in a head-on collision.

Seriously injured in the crash, the victim suffered multiple 
fractures including a broken hip, leg and shattered knee. 

Gralapp, who sought compensation from the defendant’s insurance company to cover medical 
bills and other damages, obtained a $600,000 settlement for the victim.

Attorney Gralapp has been with NB&A since graduating the LSU Law Center in 1992. His 
practice is in the personal injury area where he helps people who have been injured in automobile 
accidents, offshore accidents, nursing homes, admiralty and maritime claims and wrongful death. 
We are proud of this recent accomplish and happy to share it with you, but please remember that 
past success does not guarantee a similar outcome in all cases.
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Neblett, Beard & Arsenault 
Sponsor Annual Breakfast 
with Santa to Support Toys for Tots

Auto Insurance
What Coverage is Required? What is Optional? What Should I Do?

Buying auto insurance can be a confusing and difficult process, especially if you are unfamiliar with the 
industry jargon that most insurance companies use. Imagine the surprise of a car accident victim who learns 
there is not enough insurance to recover for their injuries, medical bills or lost wages.  Don’t let this happen to 
you.  Make sure you understand your automobile insurance policy.  Here are some tips and tricks you should 
know when buying auto insurance or updating your current policy. 

NB&A Field Trip Program Sends Kids to Jail... Literally! 
For nearly a decade, Neblett, Beard & Arsenault has sponsored field trips for local elementary, junior high and high school students. NB&A 
arranges for students to visit a local courthouse, speak with a judge, tour the Parish jail and tour our law offices.  The Firm believes that it is 
important that our young scholars have the opportunity to get up close and personal with our country’s proud legal system.

Attorney Mike Koch, who coordinates the trips, said, “Learning about the court system in a 
school book is important, but what we have found is that the actual experience of meeting with 
judges and lawyers, touring the courthouse and jail, makes a long lasting impression on the kids 
and helps them to understand the way the courts work.”

“It’s a win, win situation.  It gives the students a sense of civic duty and it gives us a sense of 
fulfillment because we know that at the end of the day, we were able to do something good for 
these children. Their education was enhanced because we were lucky enough to team up with 
them and their teachers,” Mike added. 

The Firm sponsors two trips per month with a variety of different schools. If you think your 
school would be interested in participating in the NB&A Field Trip program. Please contact our 
Firm Administrator, Irene Duplechin, at 318-487-9874. 

Neblett, Beard & Arsenault 
sponsored a “Breakfast with 
Santa” on December 5th at 
Ryan’s Grill and Buffet on 
MacArthur Drive in Alexandria, 
LA.  NB&A attorneys and staff 
and volunteers from Holy 
Savior Menard Central High 
School’s Key Club joined with 
the Marines to provide the 
hundred children that attended 
the event with breakfast, 
time to visit with Santa, 
photos and Christmas-
themed activities.  The event 
collected a truckload of toys 
for the U.S. Marines’ Toys 
for Tots organization.

This is the second year 
Neblett, Beard & Arsenault has sponsored the Breakfast with Santa, 
and the turnout was better than ever. 

“We were really overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from 
the local community,” said Attorney Paul Tellarico, one of the NB&A 
volunteers.  “Christmas is a great time for everyone, but some 
children don’t have toys and won’t get toys on Christmas morning.  
That’s why we want to give back to the community and want to 
continue to be involved with this great program that the Marines 
founded,” Paul added. 

Even with the threat of snow and a slow economy, attendance and 
generosity grew significantly over last year’s event. Thank you to 
everyone who helped make this event a success.  

Firm News
Neblett, Beard & Arsenault is committed to providing the best 
in customer service.  That’s why NB&A is installing a new, state-
of-the-art case management software.  Our new software will help 
attorneys and paralegals track our client’s cases, appointments, bills and 
settlement offers in real-time, with a simple click of a button.  Our new 
system will help us work more efficiently and will help keep our clients 
up-to-the-minute with details on their cases.  By utilizing the cutting 
edge in legal technology, NB&A is able to provide an added level of 
customer service that’s not available at all firms. We are dedicated to 
providing exceptional legal service and are excited about this new way 
to service you, our valuable client!

Toyota Recall Lawsuit – Richard Arsenault has filed a class action 
lawsuit against Toyota on behalf of owners and lease holders of Toyota 
vehicles.  Arsenault’s suit made national headlines and was featured on 
CNBC, Fox Business, Reuters and KALB. For more  about the lawsuit, 
call us or visit our website. 

Last summer, LSU Law Center invited Richard Arsenault to serve 
as Faculty in their annual Trial Advocacy Program.  Hundreds of third 
year law students participated in the program where they practiced 
actual trial skills taught and later critiqued by the faculty, composed of 
judges, professors and prominent attorneys.

Wes Gralapp was invited to speak at the National Association of 
Broadcasters’ Small Market Television Exchange in San Antonio, 
TX.  Wes shared his knowledge of lawyer advertising with General 
Managers and advertising professionals from television stations across 
the country.

JR Whaley was invited to present Daubert: A Practical Application to 
a Louisiana State Bar Association conference.  JR, a frequent speaker 
on topics pertaining to class action litigation, provided other Louisiana 
attorneys insight into how to properly prepare expert witnesses in mass 
tort litigation. 

NB&A Practice Areas
Offshore Injuries • Vehicle Accidents • 18 Wheeler Accidents  
Motorcycle Accidents • Dangerous Products • Nursing Home Negligence 
Workplace Accidents • Environmental Exposure • Class Action Litigation  

 LIABILITY COVERAGE
 
BODILY INJURY LIABILITY (BI):
• �Required by law. (Minimum limits of $15,000 per person/$30,000  

total per accident in Louisiana).
• �Covers other people’s bodily injuries or death if you’re at fault 
• �Provides for a legal defense if someone files a lawsuit against you. 
• �Covers a judgment against you in a lawsuit, without risking your  

personal assets. 
• �Does NOT cover injuries to you or other people on your policy. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE LIABILITY (PD):
• �Covers damage you cause to someone’s property, like their car, fence, 

house or other property damaged in an accident.
• Provides you with legal defense if someone files a lawsuit against you. 

PHYSICAL DAMAGE COVERAGE (COMPREHENSIVE  
AND COLLISION) 

COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE:
• �Covers your vehicle for incidents other than crashes, like theft, flood,  

fire, etc.
• �Pays to fix your vehicle less your deductible. To keep premiums low, select 

the highest deductible you feel comfortable paying out of pocket. 
• �This is not required by a law, but if you have a loan or a lease, the lien 

holder will require it.
• �If your car is new or in excellent condition, you may need this.  If your  

car is older or in poor condition, you might not want to pay for this.

COLLISION COVERAGE (COLL):
• �Covers damage to your car if it hits, or is hit by, another vehicle or object. 
• �Pays to fix your vehicle less the deductible you choose. 
• �This is not required by law, but if you have a loan or a lease, the lien 

holder will require it.
• �If your car is new or in excellent condition, you may need this. If your  

car is older or in poor condition, you might not want to pay for this.

UNINSURED AND UNDERINSURED MOTORIST COVERAGE (UM)

UNINSURED MOTORIST BODILY INJURY (UM/UNDUM):
• Optional, but should be seriously considered. 
• �Covers you, members of your household and passengers for injuries, 

damages, or death caused in a hit-and-run or by someone without 
insurance. 

• �Your policy will cover your medical expenses, up to the limit on your policy.

UNDERINSURED MOTORIST BODILY INJURY (UNDUM):
• �Covers you, members of your household and passengers for injuries, 

damages or death caused by someone with insufficient insurance. 
• �If you’re in an accident caused by a person with insufficient insurance, 

your policy will pay the difference, up to the policy limit. 
• �Uninsured Motorist Coverage (UM) and Underinsured Motorist 

Coverage (UNDUM) can be combined or sold separately depending on 
the state and the insurance carrier.

UNINSURED PROPERTY DAMAGE (UMPD):
• �Covers your auto when property damage is caused by someone without 

insurance. 

UNDERINSURED MOTORIST PROPERTY DAMAGE (UNDPD):
• �Covers when property damage is caused by someone with insufficient 

insurance. 

OTHER COVERAGE TYPES

PERSONAL INJURY PROTECTION COVERAGE OR AUTOMATIC 
MEDICAL PAYMENTS COVERAGE (PIP or MEDPAY):
• �Covers medical, hospital and sometimes funeral expenses of the insured, 

passengers and pedestrians who were struck without regard to fault, up to 
the policy limits. 

• �Pays for you or family members injured in another’s car or while walking. 
• �Total payments covered by PIP/MedPay are the limits indicated. That is 

the maximum amount that will be paid per person for any combination 
of covered expenses.
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Santa, GySgt. Phillip Nelams, Paul Tellarico, 
Kevin Koch  and Ted Roberts 



2220 Bonaventure Court • P.O. Box 1190

Alexandria, Louisiana 71309

www.nbalawfirm.com
Call Anytime 24/7 at 1.800.256.1050

Richard J. Arsenault C. Michael Bollinger David O. Walker Paul J. Tellarico William S. Neblett Michael S. Koch

Wesley J. Gralapp Gary J. Arsenault Edward E. “Ted” 
Roberts, III

John Randall Whaley Jennifer M. Hoekstra

 Alexandria - 318.561.2500  •  Lake Charles - 337.855.4400  •  Baton Rouge - 225.343.3475
Shreveport - 318.635.5800  •  Lafayette - 337.289.9800  •  Monroe - 318.323.4455  •  Toll Free - 1.800.256.1050

Call Anytime 24/7


