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Arsenault
Teaches at
LSU Law
School

It is back to school
time for lawyers, too! NB&A’s senior and
founding partner, Richard Arsenault,
recently returned to his alma mater, LSU
Law School, to serve as faculty at the
20th Annual Trial Advocacy Training
Program. The program, rated one of the
best in the country, welcomed hundreds
of third year law students who learned
trial techniques from lawyers, professors
and judges from throughout the country.
Richard has served as a member of the

faculty for each of the program’s 20 years!

Richard has also been invited to become
a professor at LSU Law School, and will
begin teaching classes this semester. He
will be teaching “Advanced Litigation
Practice,” an intensive course offered to

third-year law students.
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

$750 Million Settlement
for Rice Farmers

Richard Arsenault, who serves on the Executive
Committee of the multidistrict litigation against Bayer,
helped negotiate a $750 million settlement on behalf
of U.S. rice farmers. Bayer had faced lawsuits from
farmers after the company’s experimental “Liberty
Link” genetically modified rice contaminated the U.S.
commercial rice supply, shutting down exports and
devastating the rice industry.

said Richard, whose legal team at NB&A
represents rice farmers across Louisiana and other
rice-producing states.

Bayer tested some of its experimental rice in Crowley, Louisiana. It was first discovered to have
contaminated the U.S. supply in August of 2006, which prompted the European Union and other
markets to restrict the import of U.S. rice, costing American rice farmers millions in losses. This
settlement will help right that wrong.

In his leadership position, Richard fought for the legal rights of long-grain rice farmers from
Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi and Missouri. He and his legal team won seven jury trials
against Bayer before the company agreed to settle the remaining 6,000 claims against them.

added Richard.

The attorneys and staff at NB&A recently
participated in a school supply drive for CASA (Court
Appointed Special Advocates), an organization that
protects the legal rights of underprivileged, abused
and neglected children. We collected the basic
supplies that children will need for the 2011-2012
school year. Without this assistance, many of these
children would be unprepared for school and would
face another hurdle on their road to a successful
future.

Thankfully, through the good work of the CASA
program and the generous staff at NB&A, hundreds of needy children throughout our local
communities put their best foot forward on the first day of school!
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Field Trips

Each school year, NB&A runs
a field trip program that takes
local elementary, junior high
and high school classes on

a tour of the legal system.
Students learn about the
important roles of the men
and women employed in

the criminal and civil justice system by visiting a local courthouse,
speaking with a judge, hearing from other court officials, touring

the Parish jail and taking a tour of our law offices. The program,
which has been in existence for over a decade, presents a unique
opportunity for schoolchildren to get a firsthand learning experience
with our nation’s legal system. If you know a local school that would
like to participate, call Firm Administrator Irene Duplechin at 1-800-
256-1050 to reserve your spot today!

NB&A’s Oldest Client
Celebrates Birthday

NB&A recently hosted a birthday party for
our oldest client. Ms. Ceola Smith turned
96 years young this month! Ms. Smith
shared her secrets to a long, happy

life, and we celebrated in style. Happy
birthday, Ms. Smith, and many more!
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! Crab and Corn Bisque - - v !
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| Itis almost fall and cooler weather P e |
| is just around the corner! There’s no ’ s I
| Dbetter way to warm up those cool fall - gm / 1
| days than with a hardy and delicious n 1
1 soup! Here is a recipe from our very 1
1 own Attorney Mary Nell Bennett: 1
1 1
1 Ingredients 1
: e 4 Sticks Butter e 2-3 Tablespoons Old Bay :
1 ° Y2 Cup Flour Seasoning 1
1 ° 1 Red Pepper, diced * 2-3 Tablespoons Chicken Base
I ° 2 White Onions, diced ¢ 2-3 Tablespoons Seafood Base
1 ° 2Bunches Green Onions, ® 6 Quarts of Warmed Half and 1
1 chopped Half 1
I ¢ 2 Cloves Garlic, minced e 3 Cans Creamed Corn 1
I ¢ 2 Tablespoons White Pepper e 2 |bs. Regular Crabmeat 1
I ¢ 7-8 dashes Tabasco e 1 lb. Jumbo Lump Crabmeat 1
1 1
| Directions 1
1 1
I Melt butter and flour for about 5-10 minutes. Should be a light caramel |
] color. Add in red pepper, white onions, green onions & garlic. Cook 1
| down until peppers and onions are soft, about 15-20 minutes. Add in 1
1 Chicken Base and Seafood Base to taste. Cook down about 5 more 1
I minutes, until incorporated. Add in warmed half and half, one quart ata 1
1 time. Bring to a boil and reduce heat to thicken. Should coat the back of |
I aspoon. Add in cornstarch if not thick enough. Add in all crabmeat and 1

creamed corn. Season with white pepper, Tabasco, Old Bay Seasoning. 1
es 1 1/2 gallons. Enjoy!

Firm News

NB&A’s Attorney Elizabeth DuFour was recently behind bars.
But don't worry, it was for a good cause! Elizabeth was “arrested”
by the Muscular Dystrophy Association and couldn’t go free until
her friends and family bailed her out. That’s because Elizabeth
participated in the MDA’ annual Lock Up program, one of the
organization’s biggest fundraisers. The bail money that Elizabeth
raised is now going to help fund the ongoing battle against
neuromuscular diseases. Great job, Beth!

Earlier this year, NB&A’s Attorney Jennifer Hoekstra helped plan
and organize a silent auction to benefit the Boys & Girls Club

of Southeast Louisiana. The event attracted hundreds of people
and raised much-needed funds to support the group’s community
outreach programs. Jennifer, a frequent volunteer with the Boys &
Girls Club, also recently participated in the group’s “Youth of the
Year” state-wide competition. Way to go, Jen!

Partner Mike Bollinger was selected to serve on the Rapides District
Attorney’s Neighborhood Accountability Board. This board is

made up of a cross-section of the community who handle first-time
oftender juveniles’ cases in hopes of finding alternative punishment
recommendations that are effective as a deterrent thereby helping

the offending youth to become self-sufficient and productive citizens,
and most importantly, to avoid becoming entrenched in the juvenile

justice system.

San Francisco, Admiralty, Chicago, LSU CLE - Senior and founding
partner Richard Arsenault has been traveling the country and

giving presentations at legal conferences throughout the nation. In
July, Arsenault co-chaired HarrisMartin Publishing’s Multidistrict
Litigation Conference in San Francisco. The event featured
information about faulty hip and knee implants. This month, Richard
chairs the 18th Annual Louisiana State Bar Association’s Admiralty
Symposium, which showcases the techniques and laws that govern
maritime cases.

Attorneys Wes Gralapp and David Walker will also speak at the event,
which will be held in New Orleans. Later this month, Richard will be
instructing an Actos webinar for the American Association for Justice, a
Continuing Legal Education seminar for LSU, and next month he’ll be
in Chicago to present at a conference entitled “Litigating Class Actions.”

NB&A recently sponsored a hole for a golf tournament that benefited
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Our firm, which is always proud to have
the opportunity to support the brave men and women who have fought
for our freedom, was happy to help Johnson-Brown VEW Post 1736
with their special event.

JR Whaley recently published two articles for Louisiana Advocates,
the official publication for the Louisiana Association for Justice. JR
penned ATT v. Concepeion: A Blow to Consumer Rights about a Supreme
Court case that analyzed the legality of mandatory arbitration clauses
in consumer contracts. He also published Dukes v. Wal-Mart: Another
Adwerse Decision for Class Actions, after the Supreme Court rendered its
decision in the case, which was the largest employment discrimination
class action ever proposed.




A k L ’ Report a lost/stolen driver’s license to your state’s department of motor vehicles.
s a awye r ] Change your locks if your keys were stolen. Make a list of all the items that

were contained in your wallet or purse. This will be helpful in detecting fraud

Q My Wallet and Purse Were Stolen, What Should I Do? and speeding your recovery. Good luck!
A: Call your credit card companies and bank to let them know that your FYI - It is a good practice to keep a copy at home of all cards and documents,
cards and checks have been lost or stolen. Call the local police or sheriff’s etc. kept in your wallet or purse to aid in calling companies.

department to make a report. It is vital that the police have a record of your
loss. Call the three major credit bureaus (1-888-397-3742, 1-800-525-6285 If you have a question that youd like to ask a lawyer email us at
and 1-800-680-7289) and ask that a fraud alert be placed on your account. webcontact@nbalawfirm.com or call 800-256-1050!

Back to School Safety

It is back-to-school time, and that means those familiar yellow buses are back on
the roads. It also means kids zipping in and out of traffic on their way to school. Each
year, an estimated 2.2 million children are injured in school-related accidents. Most F G

accidents occur when children are entering or exiting the school bus. Even if you don’t / _ r

have little ones that are headed back to class, this is an important time to brush up on Jt 43

some back-to-school safety tips! / / f’/
[N V=l

¢ |f your child spends time home alone after school, make sure
you set up rules for locking doors and windows and answering
the phone or door.

e Talk to your children about their day and encourage them to tell
you about people or things that make them feel uncomfortable,
especially bullies.

For Grown-Ups:

e [tisillegal in all 50 states to pass a school bus that is stopped
to load or unload children.

e Yellow flashing lights mean the bus is preparing to stop.

¢ Red flashing lights and extended stop sign means that children

are getting on or off the bus. . .
e Stop your car at least 10 feet behind the bus when it stops. FOI' K_ldS

e Never pass a bus on the right.
e Watch out for children walking or biking to school when you are
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| * Take three giant steps backwards on the sidewalk when the bus
1 . .

I backing out of your driveway.
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is arriving and always stay away from the curb and off the street.

e Wait until the bus door opens before approaching the bus.

e Always use the handrails when getting on or off the bus.

* Never walk behind the bus.

e |f you drop something near the bus, always tell the bus driver
before you go to pick it up because they might not be able to
see you.

e While riding the bus, stay seated at all times with your arms and
head inside the bus.

e Wait for the bus to come to a complete stop before you get up
to exit the bus.

e Always tell the bus driver, a teacher or trusted adult if other kids
are making the bus ride unsafe or uncomfortable.

e Never push, hit or shove other kids and tell a teacher if someone
does that to you.

¢ Be respectful of your teachers and classmates.

e Always tell a parent, teacher or trusted adult if a bully is
bothering you, or if someone has hurt you or made you feel
uncomfortable in any way.

e When driving in school zones, watch out for kids who may be
crossing the street without looking.

e Slow down when approaching bus stops.

e Children are unpredictable and can be difficult to see, always
show extra caution when driving around the time school begins
or lets out.

For Parents:

e Be sure your child knows to call 911 in an emergency. Also
make sure he or she knows your home phone number, your
work number and the number of a trusted adult.

¢ Plan a safe walking route to the bus stop and make sure your
child arrives at least 5 minutes before the bus gets there.

e Teach your child how to cross the road safely while walking
or biking.

e When dropping kids off at school, get as close to the school
building as possible.

e Teach your kids to never speak to strangers or accept rides
from people they don’t know. XCut this page out & save it!

NB¢A Practice Areas
Offshore Injuries * Vehicle Accidents * 18 Wheeler Accidents
Motorcycle Accidents * Dangerous Products * Nursing Home Negligen

Workplace Accidents * Environmental Exposure * Class Action Liti
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Attention Diabetics
Taking ACTOS

Richard J. Arsenault CB.I\I/{'ichael David O. Walker Paul J. Tellarico William S. Neblett The FDA is informing the pUb'IC that use of the diabetes
A medication Actos (pioglitazone) for more than one year may
be associated with an increased risk of bladder cancer. If
you would like an attorney to investigate whether you have a
potential claim for compensation, we welcome the opportunity
to do so. Free Initial Consultation

Edward E. “Ted” John Randall 2220 Bonaventure Court * P.O. Box 1190

Roberts Whaley
Alexandria, Louisiana 71309

Alexandria - 318.561.2500 * Lake Charles - 337.855.4400
Baton Rouge - 225.343.3475 * Shreveport - 318.635.5800
Al Lafayette - 337.289.9800 * Monroe - 318.323.4455
Jennifer M. Laura L. Elizabeth A. Mary Nell Bennett
Hoekstra Singletary Dufour Toll Free - 1.800.256.1050
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